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SOUTH VIETNAM 


'Phi: Mil l tiiTy li x tuut-Con 

The localizod flare-ups that have occurred 
around the country in the pamt few days appear to 
be the result of government efforts to get a foot- 
hold in Communist areas before a new cease-fire. 

The heavieet fj ghting has bean in Diun Tuor.g Prov- 
ince, whore the Communists ambushed and xaauled 


elements of a South Vietnamsae regiment trying to 
move into n long tine Viet Cong base area near the 


distriat capital of Cai Lay. 





The Cornu- 

mots tiav<a let up on their ground attach 

ks but are 


continuing artillery and rocket fire against scat- 
tered government positions near the city. South 
Vietnamese commanders throughout the country are 
keeping their units on precautionary alert for a 
Communist "land-grab,” but most apparently do not 
believe the Communists will attempt it— at least 


not on a wide scale. There are indications, in fact, 
that the Communists have pulled back or restricted 


the movement of some main force units. 






Latoat I'owpmtttot Inotruationa on "Cease- /ire” 


The Communists apparently are not planning any 
widespread military action pending the outcome of 
the next session of the Paris talks between Le Due 
Tho and Or.. Kissinger. In a briefing for provincial 
cadre on 28 May,, a COSVN spokesman rsportadly said 
that the coming talks will "clarify” several points 
of the January csase-fire, to the benefit of the 
Communists. He added that the party committee will 
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'await the results" before issuing addi tonal guid- 
ance, since Saigon "may go back on itn word" ao he 
claimed it did lant Oatobor. 


The Communists ' primary task, meanwhile, is 
still to resist Saigon's efforts to "encroach upon 
the liberated areas , " and main force unitB are to 
maintain territorial control "as it is today" rather 
than "try to expand it." The spokesman warned that 
it might be necessary for Communist forces to re- 
capture a few "selected" areas of "strategic im- 
portance" before a final agreement is reached on 
the demarcation of territories. He cautioned, 
however, that starting an "all-out offensive" like 
the lnnd-grabbing effort that accompanied the cease- 
fire agreement i n late January would be "politically 


unorof it able. " 



] 


Thiau Orijotu} Haopaninn of tejor* Hiffhuau 

According to Military Region 3 commander Gen- 
eral Minh, President Thiou has ordered Route 13 re- 
opened to An Loc, north of Saigon, before noon on 
8 June. Minh told the US consul general in Bien Hoa 
he expects to begin the operation by tomorrow and 
it will take an army division with ranger and air 
Bupport to "get the job done." Minh also said he 
expects ’'opposition" from the Communists but is 

H -i r3 mm A- h aU ■» *.» » 1 1 nij r«r*nn fl A 1 « 

Uuui.JLudua urtuu uux.wii *•<*• 

though Minh has found reasons to sidetrack previous 
orders to reopen some 20 miles of highway held by 
the Communists between Lai Khe and An Loc,, the con- 
sul general believes the stress on corridors and 
delineation of borders in the current round of talks 
in Paris may have prompted Saig on to order a serious 
effort to reopen the roadw ay. 

25X1 I I 1 


25X1 


25X1 


Hoa liao Loader 6*o £tano AntJ^Comnutiia^ Arrtijztuie 

Retired general Lam Thanh Nguyen, a prominent 
leader of the normally hard-JLine anti -Communist Hoa 
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Mato sect, told US Embassy officers last weekend 
that tho Hon Hao taunt find a way to and the 
fighting with the Viet Cong. He thinks that the 
Thiau government should cooporatj , and au a or tad 
that Saigon's intranoiganoe was making a compromise 
arrangement unnecessarily difficult. 

Nguyen apparently has considerable Influence 
among the Has Hao, hut it is nut clear how many 
members of the sect share Jxia views on tho pea ce 
issue. 1 I 
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CAMBODIA 


Tho Mi i i tavji ' <■ tug tion 

Communist nativity on 4 and 5 Juno wob limited 
to light proboB against government positions along 
Route o 3 and 26, , south and west of Phnom Penh. On 
5 June, the government began a five-battalion sweep 
operation just north of Tram Khnor near Route 3, 
but at last report had made little progress. A 
similar operation Along Route 26 has also made scant 
progress. Repairs to Route 5 northwest of Phnom 
Penh ore almost compjuate., and the first convoy to 
use the roadway since early April is scheduled ten- 
tatively for 6 June. | ~ 
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